
                            
 
 

Presentations displayed at the conference “Revitalise, Rejuvenate, Recreate”  

on 23rd June 2017 in Tarnów, (Sala Lustrzana – Mirror Hall)  

as a part of the project entitled: I am European - I create the reality around me. 

Co-financed by Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency  
within the Europe for Citizens Programme (2014-2020)  

Project Leader: Tarnów (Poland) 
Partners: Municipalities of Veszprém, Kiskőrös (Hungary) and Sfantu Gheorghe (Romania) 

Strand 2: Democratic engagement & civic participation 
Action 2.1: Town twinning 
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Sfântu Gheorghe 

1. About Sepsiszentgyörgy/Sfântu Gheorghe – Kincső 
As you have noticed, Sfantu Gheorghe has two names: one in Romanian, one in 
Hungarian, called Sepsiszengyorgy. The reason for having two names relies partly in 
the statistics: Sfantu Gheorghe while a small town in Romania, it is the biggest city of 
a historical region, called Szeklerland. The inhabitants of the city - 56 thousand - are 
mostly Hungarians, representing 77% of the population, followed by Romanians 
representing 22% and 560 people declaring themselves as Roma and representing 
1% of the population. 
The most important cities of this region called Szeklerland are: Miercurea 
Ciuc/Csikszereda, Odorheiu Secuiesc/Szekelyudvarhely, 
Gheorgheni/Gyergyoszentmiklos, Targu Secuiesc/Kezdivasarhely. These cities 
belong to two counties called Harghita and Covasna. These cities and counties have 
all similar characteristics, so on a regional level the Hungarian population is 80% of 
the inhabitants, 18% are Romanians and 2% are Roma people. With these data 
Sfantu Gheorghe and Szeklerland become the largest city and region in Romania 
where the Hungarian national minority is in majority. 
The historical explanation for this duality of the city is that the region used to belong 
to the Hungarian kingdom, to the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, than to Hungary and 
since 1920 it makes part of Romania. In Hungary it was the Eastern border of the 
country and in Romania it is situated in the middle of the country. In 2017 Sfantu 
Gheorghe, declared as a town, has its 556th birthday. 
In 1991 it was the first city in Romania to celebrate the City Days in order to invoke 
the usual city fairs from old days and also to give an opportunity to all inhabitants of 
the city to celebrate together. The development of the city was constant in the past 
26 years, and the past 8 years are considered to be the most dynamic period of the 
city, from economical, cultural and infrastructural point of view. 
2. EU projects – Kincső 
a. So, the most important projects regarding the revitalization of the city 
have been implemented in the framework of the Integrated City 
Development Plan. The main objective of this Plan is to rehabilitate the 
city centre and its immediate surroundings. As a result, we can say that 
the city centre became a much more functional area of Sfantu 
Gheorghe. 
b. Besides the rearrengement of the Main Square, we have implemented 
several other revitalizing projects with EU funding. Let me name some 
of them: the Industrial Park, the Photovoltaic Park, ressurection of 
streets. 
Fotókra: Integrated City Development Plan, Industrial Park, Photovoltaic Park 
3. Main Square - Mónika 
I would like to say a few words about the Main Square as it was one of the 
projects that had the biggest impact on community level. You see the before 
and after pictures so you understand that the main objective of the investment 
was to transform the square into a functional area of the city. That is why we 
changed the whole aspect of it: getting rid of car traffic, making a 



                            
 
 

continuous/coherent square or area which will be populated by the 
inhabitants, will be used by children and adults, will be an open public space 
full of terraces, fountains, benches and so on. The square became the most 
popular place of the city, especially during summer time and it became the 
venue for most of the cultural events of the city. Let the pictures speak for 
themselves. 
Fotókra: Past, Present – Main Square 
4. This is how it works now – Mónika . 
But it wasn’t an easy process, we encountered many problems at the 
beginning. The inhabitants objected to the square, saying that it will be only 
concrete and no green areas and that trees will be cut down from the park 
and the wifi radiation is poisonous for the children, so we had several 
problems to deal with. In order to handle these issues, we organized several 
meetings and discussions with the population, we promised that more trees 
would be planted. Another interesting issue was that the construction plan of 
the Main Square also consisted another element which didn’t materialize yet. 
This is the Dragon Hill. The dragon is the symbol of the city, Saint George, the 
knight defeated the dragon and this mythical animal represents our struggles 
and problems that are continuously defeated by the people. So, you see the 
Dragon Hill would have been a green area, perfectly fit for children and 
youngsters. This part of the square is not finalized yet due to some 
administrative problems we are about to resolve. 
Tervre: Dragon Hill 
5. Cím (néhány jó fotó illusztrációnak) - Mónika. Discussions and debates were 
not enough to calm down the tensions, so we came up with an idea that 
eventually helped us during the whole construction process. This idea was 
that we should open the square during the construction, so actually we 
opened a construction area for the people and organized several cultural 
events on it. We organized the first press conference on the construction site, 
than movie watching and we launched a programme called “Classical music 
to the Main Square”. Fun fact about this programme: the better the 
construction progressed, more musician were playing in the bands performing 
on the site. So, thorughout these events the people of the city could see with 
their eyes the progession of the construction. 
Fotókra: Main Square under construction 
6. The present: fairs, cultural events, ice skating rink, pulzArt festival. - Kincső 
This whole idea of organizing events on the square from the early beginning 
worled so well that we decided to keep on with this idea on the built sqaure. 
Now, the Municipality of Sfantu Gheorghe and different local groups are also 
organizing event on the square. Some of them are: monthly fairs and flower 
exhibition, Children’s Day, pulzArt Contemporary Art Festival, Family Day On 
The Square, football match projection . 
Fotókra: The present – Events 
7. Conclusion - Kincső : the whole process of revitalizing the main square is a 
good example of how a construction activity can be transformed into a 
community project and after being finalized how can it become the centre of 
the community life of the city, loved and used by the people. 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 



                            
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                            
 
 

Video recording of the entire conference can be found under the link 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAU-SXJeeg8

